Coming a long way since her independence, the governance in
Malayaia |z not as haphazard as we think albelt the political rashes
Owr waders have Leen vigionary althowgh their visions have laken a
long time to sink into the hearts of the people before they were
matwrializad. Daspita the ardioues task in imnng out [EETFTET :sl'lllr‘:llul:_;
the untoward process of a hindered growth, many, if not all at one

time have ploughed the soil towards bulkding a developed nation

Since then Malaysia has been going through rapid urbanization and
has reglstered an Increased level of uwrbanization in Peninsular
IMalaysia, from 27.6% in 1870 10 65.4% in 2000 and |5 expacied 1o
rise further to 75% in the year 2020, says Dato’ Abdul Rahim
Rahman, Executive Chairman of Rahim & Co Chartered Surveyars
Sdin Bhd.

Qur fareign dirsst (mvestment too has bean ralatively good. Ascsed-
ing o him, in the first sevan months of 2008, approximataly
US$831.5 millian of investment was seen coming from the United
States in view af the anticipated meltdown, leas than USSS0 milion
diffarence compared to 2007's full year investment of USS8TE

million.

Credible as it may seem, what s Malaysia's real epitome of growtn?
Taking a closer look at her milestones, it can largely be traced back
to our Malaysian history and where the roads, railways and ports
were built, thus creating an outling leading to the present growth of
certain cities and states, Such evolution has bean the comearstone of
Malaysia's National Physical Plan (NPP), a national blueprint created
to chart the country’s future. All encompassing, population growth,
land utiization and resource maximization, Cnnl_!rhaiians were
identified and earmarked to steer the country to the next phase of
urbianizatian.
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The usual suspects like Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Johor have long
bean targets of modernization but their roles as nabional catakets

werg Turthes amplified in the HFF in April 2005,

Endorsed by the Cabinet and the NPF Council three years ago, the
Mational Physical Plan “is a spatial strategy that provides Malaysia
to compste at intermational level for foreign investments,” says
Kamairuddin bin Shamsudin, Deputy Director General of Town and

Country Planning, Fedaral Departmant.

"It s also a framework for national development cohesion and

discipline.”

He further elaborates that main conurbations such as Kuala Lumpur,
Geaorge Town of Penang and Johor Bahru of Johor have high growth
potentiats and are the ideal recipients of foreign and local invest-
meents in manufacturing and service seclors, ICT [(information and
communication  technologias),

privatized health, educational

gasrvices and non-resort toursm sectors,

Kuala Lumpur for one has been conferrad the honor of National
Growth Conurbation in the MPF and is in the driving seat to lead the
country. This is followed by the more advanced state capitals of
George Town, Johor Bahru and Kuantan of Pahang, where they too

adopted new psaudonyms, the Raegional Conurbatians.

The Intermediate Conurbation= of Ipoh and balacca are naxt in lins;
intermexdiata becauss they ane lecated betwesn the sading conur-
bations and alsa geographically strategic to enjoy the prosperty that

might spill over from the greater conurbations



Other state capitals and Future Conurbetions of Temerloh-
Mentakab in Pahang, Lumut-Sitiawan-Manjung in Perak and Muar-
Batu Fahat-kluang in Johor make up the rest of the priority zonas

{see Conurbations).

“The reason why the government wanted to have thess new conur-
bations is that they want to strike a balance in terms of development
throughaust the country," says Data’ Ir Scam Heng Choon, Managing
Director of LIM Land Bhd

“With the NPP, the govermment can then concentrate on allocating

funds for infrastructure development in the spacific areas.”

Besides assisting the government in channeling the funds and
infrastructures to the specifled areas, the NPP also allows for the
efficlent use of land and resources, says Skow Suan Nao, Principal
Assistant Director of Town and Gountry Planning.

She further illustrates that this plan intends 1o guide investors as to
whare the possible and potential places to invest in are, as the
infrastrectures are readily avallable in cartain areas, and waiting for

investors to come in.

But as recent as the last two wears, the government unvailad yat
anather five Economic Comidors, each with a specific emphasis
ranging from commerce, agriculture, energy regeneration, tourism
and even biotechnology. Though diverse in focus, thoy aro all

directad in unison towards a greater Malaysia

Like the Mational Growth Conurbation of KL, Iskandar Malaysia in
Johor is perhaps the most popular and best promoted Comridor thus
far. Shortly after itz introduction, the Naorthern Corrldor Economic
Reglon, East Coast Economic Region, Sabah Developmant Cormridaor
and Sarawak Gormidor of Renewabde Energy wera all revealsd one

after another,

Mot to be confused, the introduction of these Carridors is in no way
contradicting the NPP. In fact, they were birth out of the strategic
analysis and findings of the NPP. Corriders in the Peninsular such as
Iskandar, NCER and ECER have a geographical coverage that is

almaost identical to the Conurbations of Jahor Bahru, George Town
and HKuwantan respectively. So while there are talks that such
Coridors are guenues for profitoers to siphon quick bucks out of
landmark projects, they are intrinsically stupendous plans whan

implementad rightecusly.

“We undarstand that the five Corridors have managed fo atiract
kacal and foreign investment amounting to RMS6.5 billion in the first
geven months of this year and this is very encouraging,” says Dato'

Rahirm.

Daho' Abdid Rahim Fahman,
Exgoutiva ChaFman of Aahim & Co Chartaned Survayors Scn Bhd

























